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PForward—It is often made a reproach against present-day
novelists that they draw so little upon life and so much upon
books, that even their frankest realism is realism but not real.
Here is a novel which would placate the most thorough-going
admirer of sincerity. No attempt is made in it to make pseudo-
psychology a substitute for experience of life. It gives the critic
an impression that all the feelings and all the scenes which are
described in it were felt and seen. It is the story of the tragic
life of a young man who suddenly awoke to the “existence of his
country and his love for it in the glorious dawn of nationalism in
1905, and after many vicissitudes, moral and sentimental, at least
found peace, if not fulfillment in the cult of Mahatma Gandhi,

It is the familiar story of many Bengalee lives of our days
that it is to be wondered why other novelists have not told it
before. Mr. Banerji’s treatment of the theme is full of passion
yet restrained.

In the Japanese chapters of Mr. Banerji’s novel we are full in
the midst of the chiarm and the romance of Japan. Perhaps these

scenes too are realistic—Mr. Banelji knows Japan at first hand,—
[ ]
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but, then, even realistic Japan has more attractions than the
romances of many other countries. '

‘Romance and idyll, hard and drab reality, passionate idealism
with the sordidest experience arc entwined in the story. We
admire the author’s style and live over again many of our own
years with the experiences, the asofrations, the disappointments
and the joys of Amar—Mr. Banerji’s hero.
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Amrita Bazar Patrike—*“Chitravaha” isa distinguished
work of art. It fully maintains Mr. Banerji’s reputation as a
writer of rare charm and insight...the story portrays cver-chang-
ing many-coloured life in a series of fascinating pen-pictures...the
unforgetable days of Swadeshi...surprisingly come to life at the
touch of the gifted author’s pen...Some of the chapters of the
book dealing with our hero's life in Japan are of surpassing ele-
gance depicting Amar’s romantif life and love in the Land of the

Rising Sun...












